
Medieval Arch 1 and Seat - Scheme of Learning

The Settlement Sculptures in Hanwell View have inspired of Schemes of Learning 
at Discover, Bronze or Silver Award levels. 

These can be used to encourage Arts Awards at Home for parents home-schooling their children or for teachers.

If you plan to use these Schemes of Learning or if you are inspired to create your own, do let us know at Cherwell District 
Council. Any feedback would be appreciated.

Cherwell District Council can arrange for local school classes to interview the Hanwell Sculpture artists (via Google Meet). 
Arrangements for video interviews can be made via Cherwell District Council, North Oxon Cultural Education Partnership: Dial: 
01295 221980 wellbeing@cherwell-dc.gov.uk

North Oxon Cultural Education Partnership is managed by Cherwell District Council. Key aims are to support, enhance and 
celebrate the creativity of young people through interaction with art and arts organisations, whilst at the same time highlighting 
the benefit to mental wellbeing. It is supported by investment from Artswork.

North Oxon Cultural Education Partnership supports Arts Award Scheme and Artsmark in local schools and communities.

As part of the programme connecting artists to local schools these two Schemes of Learning have been created for North 
Oxon Cultural Education Partnership by teachers Sharon Brookes from Wykham Park School and Kirsten Black from Glory 
Farm School, Bicester.

Cherwell District Council, North Oxon Cultural Education Partnership Direct Dial: 01295 221980 wellbeing@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
 and please mark your email Settlement Sculptures Scheme of Learning at Hanwell View.1

mailto:wellbeing@cherwell-dc.gov.uk
mailto:wellbeing@cherwell-dc.gov.uk


Hanwell Project
Cruck Arch One

Banbury Shepherd Quotes





What is a Cruck Arch?

• Cruck is the term applied to a pair of curving timber members 
that meet at their tops to produce a rough arch. The 
two timbers (sometimes called ‘blades’) were traditionally 
formed by sawing a tree trunk with a natural curve in half. This 
would give a symmetrical affect and also mean that they would 
be lighter to transport than a complete tree trunk. When 
a house comprises several of these crucks it is called a ‘cruck-
framed’ structure.

https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Timber
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Arches
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Timber
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Trees
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Transport
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Complete
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Trees
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/House
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Cruck-framed
https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Structure


Hanwell Settlement -Cruck Arch One

This is the artist’s drawing 
for the arch. There are a 
lot of features to explore 
that link to the local area 
and medieval times.

You can see these closer 
on this 
link.http://www.settlementsculptures.co.uk/

arch-1

Scroll down to the bottom of the link to 
see a slide show of the making of the 
arch.

http://www.settlementsculptures.co.uk/arch-1


Medieval Woman

This is the artist’s sketch of the top of 
the arch. It shows a medieval widow. A 
widow was allowed to brew ale, bake 
bread and make Banbury Cakes and 
cheese. This is what medieval Banbury 
was famous for.

Task
Find out about Banbury Cheese. Present your findings 
to the class.

http://www.foodsofengland.co.uk/banburycheese.htm

https://www.banburymuseum.org/Cake%20and%20Cockhorse/VOL_18.8/18.8.
274.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDI_gFMCsq0 ( 154 secs)

http://www.foodsofengland.co.uk/banburycheese.htm
https://www.banburymuseum.org/Cake%20and%20Cockhorse/VOL_18.8/18.8.274.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDI_gFMCsq0


Banbury Ale
Brewing was a thriving industry in Oxfordshire, and Banbury was one of the towns famous for it. In 
mediaeval times, making the drink was a household activity much like baking bread or weaving cloth, and 
many alehouses began as little more than family homes where ale might be served up by the women who 
made it - ‘ale-wives’ rather than landlords. To show her brew was ready the alewife just stuck a green bush 
up on a pole, which was the first type of pub sign. Perhaps the brewer in this song was a Banbury 
blacksmith, or his wife.

There is a famous song about Banbury Ale. It’s words have been carved onto the arch. 

What are these words and where did you find them?

Task  
Listen to the song Banbury Ale, learn it and perform it as a group. Can you add instruments to 
accompany the song?        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayqA11ye_dw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayqA11ye_dw


Banbury Shepherd Quotes

The artist has carved quotes from the Banbury shepherd 
onto the arches. This was a book that gave quotes to 
forecast the weather.

Task

What quotes can you find on the arch?

Can you make a poem about the quotes?

Perform it to your class.



Banbury Shepherd Quotes

Here are some examples of Medieval manuscript 
writing. The first letter of the first word would be 
highly decorated and sometimes the border as 
well.

Task

Research about medieval manuscripts and 
present your findings?

Choose a Banbury Shepherd quote and decorate 
it in the style of a medieval manuscript.

Pictures courtesy of https://libwww.freelibrary.org

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/


The Three Hares
It is thought to have a range of symbolic or mystical associations with fertility and the lunar cycle. When used 

in Christian churches, it is presumed to be a symbol of the Trinity. The symbol is also found in Islamic, Buddhist 
and Jewish religions. The artist chose to add the Three Hares to show that Banbury has a range of different 

communities.



Here are some photos showing the process of the artist creating and adding the hares to the arch. 

http://www.settlementsculptures.co.uk/arch-1

http://www.settlementsculptures.co.uk/arch-1


These are images of 
artworks based on the 
Three Hares symbol.

Which one do you like 
and why?

TASK

Create a detailed 
drawing of Three 
Hares.

Think about the 
meaning of the 
symbol. How will you 
include that in your 
drawing?

Will you add a 
background? What will 
it be?

Do sample sketches in 
your sketch book first, 
then when ready make 
your final sketch.



Clay tiles
Task
Make a clay tile of the Three Hares.
Draw ideas in your sketch book first. 
Remember the ears need to be linked to all 
the hares.



https://www.historyhit.com/how-3-very-different-medieval-cultures-treated-cats/



