A Horse and Three Cruck Arches
General description and research for the Settlement Sculptures
Bellway Homes Development, South Road, Banbury.
Philip Bews and Diane Gorvin
The Horse provides a focal point within the hidden, below-ground, Deserted Medieval
Village area - view the map by scrolling to the end of the Commissions page to see the
position of each sculpture. www.settlementsculptures.co.uk/commission
The Arches are being made and installed to a timescale and sequence related to the
development building phases, currently the Horse Sculpture and Arch1 have been
installed. Each Arch is a stand-alone sculpture with its own historic and subject theme,
all with associated seating. The Arches, containing elements that link thematically, will
also form a trail to enable school pupils to use the artworks educationally. Local
teachers are creating Schemes of Learning based on the Settlement Sculptures. The
SOL for the Horse, by teacher Sharon Brookes is available on this website in a PDF
format which can be downloaded and printed.
Phil has sourced green oak boughs for the main curved components of each sculpture.
In the end two storms came to our aid in the long search for timber. The branch that
fell during Storm Gareth in the woods in Coalway (our home village) provided the
timber for Arch 1, and a huge Oak that that was felled by Storm Dennis in Lydney Park
Estate, provided enough wood for Arches 2 and 3. Smaller lengths of oak are used for
collar beams and the seat frames. For the larger structures the oak is shaped and
jointed at a rented outdoor workspace in nearby Noxon Farm. Joints are secured with
stainless steel through-bolts, and stainless steel internal brackets fixed within the lower
ends of the structure, these stainless steel supports enable bolting the structure down
to below-ground concrete bases.
Seating and carved elements are made by Phil in our studio, which is also where Diane
has modelled the elements cast into bronze by Castle Fine Arts Foundry, with moulds
made by Dorota Rapacz, and the glass fish relief cast by Jackson Fawkes Glass.
The English Oak species gives a strong and durable heartwood timber which is
naturally resistant to weathering and decay, and of course is the same timber as used in
medieval times. The timber is allowed to weather to a natural silver-grey. There are
homes for bats and birds within the sculptures.
The following are more detailed descriptions of each artwork together with extensive
quotes from local historical sources, researched online and shown in blue italics.

Horse

Medieval horses were used for a variety of purposes and the big cart horse breed only
appeared later on, after selective breeding of horses for different purposes.

This Horse sculpture can refer to the variety of horse types used in Medieval times. It is
useful to differentiate this horse from those we made for Arrivall in Tewkesbury, which
portray larger heavier war horses. The horse was constructed from Oak and its mane
‘spikes’ are brass.
Phil used the Horse maquette in looking for the oak boughs to match the maquette's
form.
Complaints in 1352 of the abduction of some 33 horses at Banbury suggest that there was
already a trade in horses there.
Street-names suggest the division of the Thursday market (in Banbury) into sections:
…..Horse Market was recorded in 1525
Certain market days came to be associated with particular products and those specialised
markets came to be known as fairs.…..For the same reason the street-name Horse Market
became Horse Fair, first recorded in 1606. The change in usage explains why various
sources naming Banbury's fair days appear contradictory.
In 1675 John Ogilby listed five fair days at Banbury: Thursday after Twelfth Day (a four-day
fair, starting the previous Monday), the first Thursday in Lent…….Richard Rawlinson, in the
early 18th century, gave the same list, describing the first two as great horse fairs
There was a reference in 1739 to the purchase of a mare at Banbury Fair on Ascension Day
In effect the late19th century saw the special fair days once more merging into the weekly
markets from which they had developed three hundred years earlier. By the end of the
century the January horse fair, another horse fair on the third Thursday in September, and the
October hiring fair were the only specialised fair days. The January Horse Fair still extended
over four days; the best horses were sold on the first two days, second-class horses on the
third day, and donkeys and the cheapest horses on the fourth, known as Gipsy Day. Some
horses were auctioned, but most were sold by private treaty.
Ridge and furrow pasture is a characteristic feature of this grassland site. These fields
are sometimes used for pony grazing In visual terms, we feel that this lighter, more
open-structured horse, is more appropriate for a wild flower meadow environment.

Three Cruck Arches
Description of each Arch in detail below, including the general themes that they will
have in common to aid the linking of each in a trail for the school, and a Scheme of
Learning.
• All Arches overall height 4 metres.
• At the apex of each Arch is a finial in the form of a carved Oak head supporting a
bronze face/mask, and with hidden bat crevices.
• A square, triangle or circle frame fits within the tympanum - the space at the top of
each arch. Each geometrical frame will hold a bronze, glass or aluminium sculptural
element based on animals - the number of animals increases from one to three.
• Short quotes from the ‘Banbury Shepherd’ are carved on the crossbeams - one for
each arch.
• The orientation of each Arch is carved into the structure - e.g. N.W.
• Corbels have relevant carved nature imagery and support the cross, or collar beam.
• A band of two matching collars, 25cm deep, carved around the arch supports,
feature decorative patterns relevant to each of the finial heads.
• The theme of the carvings on each of the seats relates to the period and character
of the finial head on the Arch.
• A cast bronze Shoe, each one relating to a particular Arch finial head, also refer to
the old custom of a concealed shoe bringing luck when included in buildings.

Cruck Arch One -

Medieval Woman - Widow, Brewster and Baker

These images are taken from St.
Mary’s Church, Adderbury, Banbury
which contains some carvings of
women in Wimples.
This first Arch will feature a finial
head of an imaginar y medieval
widow who brewed ale, baked bread
and made Banbury cakes and cheese,
which is what medieval Banbury was
famous for.

The town's most distinctive products at that date were held to be cheese, cakes, and ale.
Banbury ale was widely known in the Middle Ages; in 1265 Eleanor, Countess of Leicester
arranged for a Banbury ale-wife to brew at Odiham (Hants) and an early-14th-century list
referred to drink (beverie) as the town's distinctive product. Rhymes recorded in 1609 and
1658 refer to Banbury ale but no other evidence has been found for its sale outside
Banbury in the 16th and 17th centuries.
Accounts of Banbury's cheese and cake are given elsewhere, but two points concerning the
cheese should be mentioned here. The first is the antiquity and fame of this product. As early
as 1430 14 Banbury cheeses were among the provisions sent to France for the Duke of
Bedford's household; subsequent recipients of gifts of Banbury cheese, as a particular
delicacy, included Thomas Cromwell, who was given two sorts, soft and hard (1533 and
1538), Sir Joseph Williamson (1677), and Horace Walpole (1768).
”In the“The Merry Wives of Windsor" (1597), Shakespeare has Bardolf 1 address Slender as
"You Banbury Cheese". This is not just some local reference by a Warwickshire man: at the
time, Banbury was nationally famous for its cheese. Indeed, it was better known for its
Banbury Cheese than for its Banbury Cakes.
Banbury Cheese is variously described as having a keen, sharp savour, soft, rich and creamy.
It was golden yellow in colour with an outer skin that needed to be pared off. In the
sixteenth century at least, there were hard and soft versions. It was round, and only about
one inch thick' — hence the Shakespearean insult. Surprisingly, perhaps, given Banbury's
long association with the wool trade, it was made with cow's milk, not sheep's milk.
Women could not be tithing representatives, be pledges in court, bring litigation, or plead
courts until a widow and termed ‘femme sole’. They were also excluded from the office of
aletester regardless of the fact that they, as brewers, were best qualified and most
knowledgeable. Enforcement records of the assize of bread and ale show that women were
some of the most active of commercial brewers and bakers in the countryside.
As late as the 13th century, English records from a single town show that less than eight
percent of brewers were men. Beer remained an essential part of diet and selling surplus
beer became important to the economy of most households. When a housewife had extra
beer to sell, an ‘ale-stake’–a long pole or broom handle–would be placed over the front door
or in the road. Sometimes appearing as a garland of hops atop a broomstick and hung over
the front door or road, the ale-stake is found in one form or another throughout the world...

Description of Cruck Arch One
• A Medieval Widow Woman’s Head carved in Oak at the apex of the arch, her face
was modelled in clay and cast into bronze and set closely into the oak. She is a
widow as it was only in those circumstances that a medieval women could have the
autonomy to be a brewster.

• The tympanum at the top of the arch contains a triangular oak frame, within which
three bronze hares run around, joined by the three ears that they share. It is an
ancient symbol shared by many cultures, so can symbolise many things. A good way
to reflect on Banbury with its range of different communities.

• Striking depictions of three hares joined at the ears have been found in roof bosses of
medieval parish churches in England, 13th century Mongol metal work from Iran and
cave temples from the Chinese Sui dynasty of 589-618. Academics are intrigued at the
motif's apparent prominence in Christian, Islamic and Buddhist holy contexts separated
by 5,000 miles and almost 1,000 years.
In numerous ancient traditions, these animals were archetypal symbols of women,
femininity, female deities, and women's hedgerow magic, associated with the lunar cycle,
fertility, longevity, and rebirth.

Here hares are set in a square format, so the image can have variations.

• Hares within a circle is the most common image but we wish to use the triangle to
show three different geometric shapes, one per Arch, and have chosen the triangle
for the 1st Arch, as the three hares form fits neatly into a triangle. The hares were
modelled in direct plaster and cast into bronze by Castle Fine Arts Foundry. This
single bronze form is fixed within the triangular oak frame.
• The collar beam has lettering cut into it - a quote from the ‘Banbury Shepherd’
If the Sun rise red and firey. } Wind and Rain
• On the collar beam sits a medieval women’s shoe

• Under the collar beam, where it joins the arch, are two carvings on a bird theme.
•
• The orientation of the Arch is carved into the arch.
• A two matching designs, 25cm deep, carved around the arch supports featuring
medieval tile patterns.

Arch One - Associated Seating
• The seating linked to the arch has an oak carved cat sitting upright on the post - it
stares at a carved mouse on top of the bench seat’s back. A local name for part of
a nearby ridge was Catbrain Hill.
The value of a kitten from the night it is born until it opens its eyes, a penny, and from then
until it kills mice, two pence, and after it kills mice, four pence. C1250

On the back of the seat is a long, low carved relief
showing medieval pottery, ale, cakes bread and a banbury
cheese on a shelf.

Cruck Arch Two - Farmer John Salmon
1787 the tenant of Hardwick, John Salmon, was apparently the largest arable farmer in
Banbury in 1799. Hardwick farm contained 465 acres inclosed by a ring fence, and in 1852
520 acres, all but some 50 acres of the township's total area.

Arch Two Description
• Eighteenth Century Farmer John Salmon’s head carved in Oak set as a finial at the
apex of the arch, his face was modelled in clay and cast into bronze and set into the
oak, his hat made from copper.

• The tympanum at the top of the arch contains an oak circle frame, surrounding a
glass relief of a swimming salmon - an obvious pun on his name.
• The Banbury Shepherd’s quote cut into the cross beam is
If large Clouds decrease } Fair Weather.
• Under the cross beam where it joins the arch, are two carved corbels on a local plant
theme.
• The orientation of the Arch site is carved into the arch.
• A band of two matching collars, 25cm deep, carved around the arch supports
features a Banbury plush fabric pattern.

An eighteenth century, bronze man’s shoe is set onto the cross beam. A symbol for
good luck and to represent the shoe trade that used to exist in Banbury.

Associated Seat for Arch Two
• This bench has references to farming, showing a man and a horse ploughing, carved
in low relief on the back of the seat.
• Of the crop-rotation practised in Banbury in the Middle Ages the only indication is the
record of two fields at Hardwick in the 14th century, and four fields at Neithrop and
Wickham in the 17th century, implying two and four course rotations respectively.
In the late 18th century there were two inns in Great Bourton and two in Little Bourton.
One of the latter survives as the 'Plough' and is still called, as it was from at least 1778,
the 'Dirt House'.
There are lots of references to sheep and the woollen trade in and around Banbury.
In 1851 there were ten farmers and one grazier in the Oxfordshire part of the parish, of
whom four, at Easington, Crouch, Wickham Park, and Hardwick farms, farmed over 150 a.
Between 1870 and 1880 the number of farms in the parish dropped from 14 to 9, and
the urban expansion of Banbury in the 20th century has steadily reduced the cultivated
area of the parish.

• A carved oak sheep sculpture, placed on the ground (fixed to a below ground
concrete base) at the end of the bench to provide an arm rest.
• A carved Owl perches on the end post of the seat.

Arch Three - Child’s May Day Arch
Arch Three Description
We wished to add a recognition of the cultural diversity of Banbury people. Cultural
sensitivity around artistic figurative depiction precluded acknowledgement of the
prominent muslim presence in the town.
However the Polish national costume with the flower headdresses also fits with the
nature theme of these artworks and can represent the Polish Community which shares
with British culture some May Day festivities.
There are also some similarities between Hobby Horse festivals and the Lajkonik hobbyhorse festival in Kraków, Poland. In particular the idea that young women may be captured
or struck with a stick to bring them "luck" or fertility suggests at least medieval origin.
Something we strongly do not advocate these days! Lajkonik is 700 years old.
Rather more recent is the Banbury Hobby-Horse festival, which started in 2000, and
features ritual animals from all parts of the British Isles.
• A contemporary Polish girl’s head is carved in Oak for the Arch finial. Her face will
be modelled in clay and cast into bronze and fixed into the oak - with attached
copper flowers head dress.
Crouch Hill was used for May Day celebrations

• The tympanum at the top of the arch contains a square oak frame, containing two
swallow sculptures fabricated from welded mild steel and galvanised. Each flies
towards the centre from an opposite corner.
• The Banbury Shepherd’s quote cut into the cross beam is
If small Clouds increase } Much Rain.
• Under the cross beam where it joins the arch, are two carved corbels on each side
featuring an insect theme.
• The orientation of the Arch site is carved into the arch.
• Designs, carved in relief around the arch supports, feature sun images from Banbury.

• A twenty-first century, bronze child’s shoe, set onto the cross beam on the other
side from the Banbury Shepherd’s quote. A symbol for luck and protection.
• Fixed on the outer edge of each leg of the Arch - are two low oak sculptures in the
form of a sheep, and a cat, each of which helps form a single small child’s seat.

Source Material Websites Links
Images
Medieval Paintings - featuring Horses ploughing
https://www.digitalmedievalist.com/2017/10/01/tres-riches-heures-october/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%C3%A8s_Riches_Heures_du_Duc_de_Berry
https://line.17qq.com/articles/cnmldnmdv.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horses_in_the_Middle_Ages
Adderbury Church Banbury - Carvings of women
http://www.greatenglishchurches.co.uk/html/adderbury_frieze.html
The Three Hares
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_hares
https://www.lottibrowndesigns.com/blog/celtic-hare-art-hare-meaning-symbolism
https://hyperallergic.com/311482/the-mystery-of-the-three-hares-motif/
Medieval Woman’s Shoe
https://www.theherbert.org/collections/archaeology/9/medieval
Photo of Medieval Tiles (rearranged in this PDF to show up the design)
http://psophis.blogspot.com/2011/05/upton-east-and-west-hendred-andchilton_11.html?q=HendredfloorTiles
http://www.wantagedownsbenefice.com/holy-trinity-west-hendred/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4856479

50 mins drive from Hanwell View

Medieval Cats
https://www.medievalists.net/2013/08/pet-care-advice-from-the-middle-ages/
http://www.essexvoicespast.com/images-of-medieval-cats-part-2-2/
https://www.medievalists.net/2013/10/why-cats-were-hated-in-medieval-europe/
Medieval Cooking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_cuisine

18th Century Tricorn Hat
http://tradgardland.blogspot.com/2012/08/tricorne-or-not-to-tricorne.html
Portraits of men wearing a Tricorn Hat
https://www.mutualar t.com/Ar twork/Man-in-wig-and-tricorne-hat--three-quar t/
065EF26FCBE15389
https://www.mutualar t.com/Ar twork/Por trait-of-Louis-de-Jean--d-1764---half/
73C9C33DF2792ED5
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/70133/portrait-of-a-man-in-a-tricorn-hat
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/471963235935069258/
Leather Jacks - drinking vessels
https://www.antiquestradegazette.com/news/2013/leather-drinking-vessels-fromthe-17th-century/
https://www.english-heritageshop.org.uk/The-history-of-leather-drinking-vessels
Banbury Cakes
http://www.banburycakes.co.uk/banbury-cakes-shop.html
http://www.foodsofengland.co.uk/banburycakes.htm
Banbury Cheese
https://blog.fabulousfoodie.com/banbury-and-the-bard/
Plush Fabric
http://www.iowaz.info/surname/wrench.htm
18th Century Buckle Shoes
https://www.sutori.com/story/the-18th-century--Tub9Hek3d9aB88ocg8tvNWmM
May Day - Poland
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/children-traditional-costumekrakow-15827593
https://www.keralapool.com/view.php?img=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.shopify.com%2Fs
% 2 F fi l e s % 2 F 1 % 2 F 2 0 7 4 % 2 F 1 9 0 5 % 2 F fi l e s
% 2 F Tr a d i t i o n a l _ C o s t u m e s _ P o l a n d _ 1 _ 1 0 2 4 x 1 0 2 4 . j p g % 3 F v
%3D1559208250&des=traditional+polish+culture+costumes+poland+charm+modern
+ancient+par t+over view&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1sttheworld.com%2Fblogs
%2Fnews%2Ftraditional-costumes-the-charm-of-polish-culture&search=polish+culture

Banbury Sun Images
https://www.sciencephoto.com/media/541288/view/sun-face-banbury-cross
https://www.google.com/search?q=Banbur y+sun
+images&sxsrf=ALeKk03bc3H7lfckgJkpPNno45GvAnHQBQ:
1 6 1 0 6 6 8 0 3 3 0 6 9 & t b m = i s c h & s o u r c e = i u & i c t x = 1 & fi r = P v T K l W 0 Y Z n X - D M
%252Ch_xnGH8EZ4T5ZM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_kQBGxoBPE5nHo2iRXHl4MwRH_0TnA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi65dj_zZzuAhXcQhUI
HRcDAjEQ9QF6BAgIEAE#imgrc=PvTKlW0YZnX-DM

Banbury Information
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/oxon/vol10/pp49-71
In the late 18th century Hardwick was still a single inclosed estate owned by the Cope
family, and there is no evidence of any substantial changes in the meantime. There is no
record of the date when Hardwick was first leased to outside farmers, but from at least
1785 most of the township was leased as a single farm. (fn. 109) In 1787 the tenant of
Hardwick, John Salmon, was apparently the largest arable farmer in Banbury. (fn. 110) In
1799 Hardwick farm contained 465 a. inclosed by a ring fence, and in 1852 520 a., all but
some 50 a. of the township's total area.

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_History_of_Banbury/jXcHAAAAQAAJ?
hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=Hardwick+Farm+banbury&pg=PA190&printsec=frontcover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanwell,_Oxfordshire
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/oxon/vol9/pp112-123
http://www.localhistories.org/banbury.html
Banbury Shepherd
h t t p s : / / b o o k s . g o o g l e . c o . u k / b o o k s ?
id=2sF6Pug7r10C&pg=PR1&source=gbs_selected_pages&cad=2#v=onepage&q&f=fal
se
Women Brewsters
https://braciatrix.com/2017/07/19/pitch-portion-how-medieval-brewsters-cheated-theircustomers-and-defied-regulations/

